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BORN THAT WAY. By Earl R. Carlson. The John Day Com-
pany, New York, 1941. Pp. 174. $1.75.
In the publishers' notice of this book it is stated that it is offered to all
persons who were born with handicaps, whether physical or mental, but it
may be said unequivocally that its usefulness is not limited even to this wide
field. It should be in the hands of every physician and individual who may
find himself in a position to give advice concerning such handicaps. The
author's exceptional career as a student and graduate of the Yale University
School of Medicine is well known to most readers of this JOURNAL. The
story of his life and career has, therefore, to them a particular interest. The
book itself is more than the intimate story of a brave and intelligent man, for
not only does the author describe his attainment of mastery over a difficult
and presumably helpless life situation, but also a good deal of his career as a
leader in his field of medicine.
The spirit of the work and its author is well shown in one of its final
sentences "Every human life has its purpose, and even the most hopelessly
handicapped can be useful to society." H. THOMS.
THE MICROSCOPIC ANATOMY OF VERTEBRATES. By James I.
Kendall. Lea & Febiger, Philadelphia, 1940. Pp. 342. $3.75.
This is a short text intended to acquaint the student with the general
features of the microscopical anatomy of representative vertebrates, avoiding
emphasis on mammalian and human material. The second edition contains
essentially the same material as that presented in the first with a somewhat
revised manner of presentation. The first chapters present, as before, the
histological descriptions of tissues, the later chapters describe the organ systems
of selected vertebrate forms. Several new and original illustrations have been
added. They are chosen carefully enough as to subject but leave much to
be desired in execution. This is to be regretted considering the importance
of illustrative material in a text of this kind. In the chapter on technic, up-to-
date methods that a student would be likely to carry out in class are clearly
presented. The judgment as to the desirability of such a chapter in a text-
book of histology rests with the individual instructor. A suggested list of
references to current anatomical literature has been revised to include more
recent articles. JOHN L. BOLING.
PLAGUE ON Us. By Geddes Smith. The Commonwealth Fund,
New York, 1941. Pp. 342. $3.
Doubtless it is salutary, though not always wholly comforting, to take
inventory and to submit the accounts to auditing. Dream-stuff thus becomes
less of a liability.